Investigations based around the idea that modern thesaurus development techniques could be used to develop a systematic and controlled 'knowledge map' that could be implemented on suitable KM software such as 'The Brain". Particular consideration of whether such a map could be developed onward from the individual to the project group, the department, the organisation, or even more broadly.

James is working with Anton Blackburn on trying this out on the retirement de-briefing material.

NB Traditional thesauri, and traditional thesaurus software, are heavily based on a linear structure. This is inadequate for knowledge mapping. KM software, by contrast, allows for multidimensional links – and possibly different sets of links for different users. However, without some control of 'terms' the KM software is inefficient and even ineffective in yielding required knowledge. Putting the two approaches together presents interesting possibilities that need investigation. Neural nets move dynamically to establish links based on used paths. This approach may also be worth exploring further.
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